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Animal Wellness Action executive director Marty
Irby receives award and recognition from Queen
Elizabeth II on work to prevent cruelty to animals
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What was certainly a surprise to
Marty Irby was getting an award
and world recognition from
Queen Elizabeth II for his work
and advocacy of animal rights.
The honors stem from Irby’s
work as the executive director of
Animal Wellness Action, a non-
profit agency based in Washing-
ton, D.C. Irby was given the
Certificate of Recognition on Au-
gust 3 from Her Majesty via the
Royal Mail directly from Wind-

Queen Elizabeth II is shown here with an overlay of the Certificate of Recognition  (see below) she bestowed on  Animal
Wellness Action Executive Director Marty Irby. (Photo/courtesy: Animal Wellness Action)

Marty Irby

sor Castle.
In an interview with WLVT-

Knoxville, Irby stated: “I am
deeply honored and grateful to
Her Majesty, and my friend
Monty Roberts for their recogni-
tion working to help the voice-
less horses we all care so deeply
about has been the greatest honor
and privilege of my life. I am
certain that we will one day see
the end of soring, doping,
slaughter, and the use of whips in

racing venues around the globe,
and I hope that every horse lover
will join me, Monty and Queen
Elizabeth II in helping eradicate
all violence and abuse from the
equine world.”
In the statement Irby made ref-

erence to his friend, Monty
Roberts, a former co-worker and
founder of Join-Up International.
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, II
recognized Irby “for his extraor-
dinary efforts to reduce violence

in the training of horses by
adopting Monty Roberts’ con-
cepts and initiatives.”
Irby recently worked on a major
federal legislative initiative with
U.S. Reps. Steve Cohen, D-
Tenn.; Joe Neguse, D-Colo.;
Matt Gaetz, R-Fla.; and Buddy
Carter, R-Ga. to introduce the
Animal Cruelty Enforcement
(ACE) Act, H.R. 8052.  The An-

imal Wellness Action under the
leadership of Irby formed a
working relationship with the
congressmen to hammer out a
bill which would step up federal
action against perpetrators of
malicious animal cruelty. The
measure would create a new An-
imal Crimes section within the
U.S. Department of Justice
(DOJ), housed within the Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
Division.

Irby is also a former 8-time
world champion rider, and past
president of the Tennessee Walk-
ing Horse Breeders’ & Ex-
hibitors’ Association. Follow
him on Twitter @MartyIrby. 

AutoZone nabs the PETA
award for lifesaving ‘Hot
Car Warning’ message

MEMPHIS, TN — A Compas-
sionate Business Award and a
box of delicious dog-shaped
vegan chocolates are on their
way from PETA to AutoZone, be-
cause the company is now shar-
ing PETA's message about the
dangers of leaving dogs and chil-
dren in parked vehicles. Auto-
Zone has been issuing a daily
directive to its more than 5,835
stores (located in all 50 states,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands) instructing employees to
recommend curbside pickup to
customers traveling with animals
or children.
"Even when a car is parked in

the shade with the windows

cracked, dogs and children can
rapidly succumb to heatstroke,
and we've seen this tragedy occur
many times this year," says PETA
Executive Vice President Tracy
Reiman. "AutoZone's recom-
mendation is likely to save many
lives by reminding shoppers
never to leave a vulnerable fam-
ily member behind when they
step away from their vehicle."

Company Acts to Keep Dogs and Kids From 
Dying of Heatstroke in Parked Cars

"Even when a car is parked in
the shade with the windows
cracked, dogs and children
can rapidly succumb to heat-
stroke, and we've seen this
tragedy occur many times this
year," says PETA Executive
Vice President Tracy Reiman.
"AutoZone's recommendation
is likely to save many lives by
reminding shoppers never to
leave a vulnerable family
member behind when they
step away from their vehicle."

At least 27 companion animals
have died from heat-related
causes this year. PETA offers an
emergency window-breaking
hammer for intervening in such
life-or-death situations.
Dogs showing any symptoms of
heatstroke—including restless-
ness, heavy panting, vomiting, or
loss of coordination—should be
taken into the shade, given water
to drink, and cooled off with a
lukewarm or cool (not cold)
towel placed on their head and
chest. A veterinarian should be
called immediately.
AutoZone will receive an award
letter, a framed certificate, and a
box of delicious vegan choco-
lates.
PETA—whose motto reads, in

part, that "animals are not ours to
abuse in any way"—opposes
speciesism, which is a human-
supremacist worldview. For
more information, please visit
PETA.org.


